
CityofGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommission

ThursdayMarch27, 2025, calledtoorderat5:30p.m.  

CityHall \[519WashingtonGrandHaven, MI49417\]  

TheHighlights:  

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommissionwascalledtoorderby
EmmettBrownat5:30p.m. inthecouncilchamberofGrandHavenCityHall \[519Washington
Ave. GrandHaven, MI49417\]  

CommissionMemberspresent: AmberMendiola-Suarez, KeithColson, GretaFuller, Steve
Termolen, EmmettBrown, AmandaPretzer, andSteffiThayer

CommissionMembersabsent: None

CommunityMemberspresent: BobMonetza, MayorofGrandHaven.  

OthersPresent: FifteenIndividualsfromthecommunitywerepresentincludingmembersofthe
St. John’sImmigrantJusticeTeam.  

1. UponthepresentationoftheAgenda, Comm. Mendiola-Suarezmotionedtoapprovesaid
agendawithComm. Termolensecondingthemotion.  

2. UponthepresentationoftheFebruarymeetingMinutes, Comm. Termolenmotionedto
approvesaidTermolenmeetingminuteswithComm. Mendiola-Suarezsecondingthe
motion.  

3. AwelcomecalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Brown. MonetzastatedtheGrand
HavenCityCouncildidissueastatementregardingitsnoninvolvementinideaofGrand
HavenbecomingaSanctuaryCity. MayorMonetzastatedthattheDEIProclamationwas
notre-affirmedatMarch2025meetingbytheGrandHavenCityCouncil. Mayor
MonetzastatedaDEIstatementremainslistedontheGrandHavenCity’swebsite.  
OliverShampinereadapassageaswellasgavehissupportfortheGrandHavenPublic
SafetytoissueastatementregardinghowtheywouldmanageICEinvolvement.  
DiasyMartinezspokeaboutundocumentedindividualsaswellasherpersonalexperience
beingaLatinawomanintheGrandHavencommunity.  
AbbeyTeasleywroteapersonalletterregardingherimmigrationjourney, family
deportation, andinformationonlocalundocumented individuals/migrantworkersreadby
DaisyMartinez. MaryWorbusspokeregardingbeingafifthgenerationGrandHaven
residentwithfamilytiesstemmingfromtheNetherlands. ShereferencedtheOld
Testamentstakeonimmigrantsand, shealsogavesupportfortheGrandHaven
DepartmentofPublicSafetyissuingastatementregardinghowtheywouldmanageICE
involvement.  

4. LiaisonReport: Therewasnotaliaisonreport.  
5. OldBusiness:  

a. CityCouncilAttendeeupdate.  
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b. ImmigrantJusticeTeamPresentation. LouAnnWerksmarequestedassistance
fromtheHRCinaskingtheGrandHavenDepartmentofPublicSafetytoissuea
statementregardinghowtheywouldmanageinvolvementwithICEaswellas
undocumentedindividuals. ShesuppliedasimilarstatementissuedbyMuskegon
Countyasreference.  

c.   
6. NewBusiness:   

a. NewCommissionMembersAmandaPretzerandSteffiThayerwereintroduced.  
b. DiscussedthepossibilityofaFestivalforthe2026JuneteenthFestival.  
c. DiscusseddoingacollaborationwithSt. John’sforPrideMonth, Hispanic

HeritageMonth, andJuneteenth.  
d. DiscussedhavingaboothatthePrideandHispanicHeritageFestivalalongwitha

potentialfooddriveattheHispanicHeritageFestival.  
e. Discusseddoingacommunityfood/hygienedrivereachmonthoreachquarter.  
f. Discussedcreatingalistoffoodresourceswithinthecommunityandpostingon

theHRC’ssocialmediapage.  
g. Anewliaisonlististobecreatedduetolackofresponses.  
h. Comm. BrowntospeakwiththeGrandHavenCityManagerregardingaskingthe

GrandHavenChiefofPublicSafetyifshecouldattendthenextHRCmeeting.  
TheHRCwouldliketodiscussthepossibilityoftheGrandHavenDepartmentof
Publicsafetyissuingastatementregardinghowtheywouldmanageinvolvement
withICEaswellasundocumentedindividuals.  

7. AsecondcallismadetotheaudiencebyComm. Brown. WalterDavisspokeabout
immigrationandundocumentedindividualsinGrandHavenaswellasclarifyinghis
requestedforGrandHaventobecomeaSanctuaryCity.  

8.  Comm. BrownmotionstoadjournthemeetingwithComm. Colsenseconddingthe
adjournmotion.  

a.  MeetingAdjournedat6:55p.m.  
9. ThenextHumanRelationsCommissionmeetingisscheduledforThursdayMarch24,  

2025, at5:30p.m.  

MeetingMinutessubmittedbyComm. AmberMendiola-Suarez4-20-2025
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