
Sustainability & EnergyCommission / CommunityEnergyPlanSteeringCommi?ee

Minutes -- APPROVED
June11, 2024,   

12Noon
GrandHaven, Michigan49417

GrandHavenCityHallCouncilChambers
519WashingtonStreet

Mee?ngcalledtoorder:  ChairpersonGarryPostcalledthemee?ngtoorderat12Noon.   

Rollcall:  

MembersPresent:  SteveNegen, GarryPost, RyanCo?on, Pa? Nelsen, ErikBooth, Paul
Cedarquist, KarenSherwood, JohnJob, AshleyLatsch, NancyO’Neill, DeanneBrink, andCraig
Bessinger

MembersAbsent: DavidMann, WillMontgomery, MikeFritz, andDr. Pietrangelo, JohnJob

ConsultantsPresent:  JohnKinch, DavidGard, Absent:  Bri?anyGoode, MichaelLarson.    

CalltoAudience:  MayorMonetzaattendedandhadnocomments.   

AmendmentsorChangestotheAgenda:   None.    

ApprovalofAgenda:  Mo?onwasmadebyRyanCo?onandCraigBessenger.  Theagendawas
approved.  

ApprovalofMinutes:  MotionwasmadebyPattiNelsenandGarryPosttoapprovethe
Minutes.  

IntroductionofClaireandContactInformation:  RyanCottonintroducedClaireDeBlancwhois
arecentgraduateofCentralMichiganwithadegreeinSustainabilityandPoliticalScience.   
RyansaidshewillbehelpinghimonprojectsandRyansuggestedshecoulddoaprojectforthe
EnergyPlangroupaswell. Hercontactemailisdebla1cd@cmich.edu.  

thJulyandAugustMeetings:  AshleyLatschandGarryPostsuggestedwecanceltheJuly9
thSteeringCommitteeandreconveneoninAugustonThursday, August8 at6PMwithaJoint

MeetingwiththeSustainabilityandEnergyCommission. WillMontgomeryfromFerrysburghad
askedthatwetrytoscheduleaneveningmeetingsincenotabletocometonoonmeetings.   
KarenSherwoodsaidshewasfinewiththatalso.    



CommunitySurveyOverviewPresentations:  JohnKinchpresentedtoFerrysburglastweekand
GrandHavenTownshiplastnightandwillgototheCityofGrandHavennextinJuly.  John
mentionedhespokeinpracticaltermstobothboards.  Ferrysburgboardbroughtupbaseload
concernsoflossofnuclearandintermittentsourcesonly, theneedtoconsideraffordabilityand
monthlybills, andconsiderationofoverallR.O.I (returnoninvestment).  Therewereno
commentsfromtheGHTboardmembers.    

CarbonScenarios:  DavidGardreportedon “thecommunity’senergyshed.” (Aplayonwords
with “watershed.”) Whatdoesitlooklikeonthewayto2050?  Everythingfromelectricity,  
naturalgas, urbanforestry, andtherestofEPA -Defaultframeworkhasbeencalculated.  David
addedfoodproduction.  Marinecarbonpollutionisunknown.?   

Ingeneral, thethreemostimpactfulsourcesarestationery (buildings), mobilesources (onroad
transportation) andelectricgenerationsector (85% oftotal). DavidreferencedourMyHealthy
ClimatePlanningbylayingouteachofthefollowingcategories:  buildingenvelopes/insulation,  
etc., electrification & heatpumps (Garryaskedifpracticalinthisclimate. Answerwasyes,  
especiallygoodinsulationandwithbackuptokeepyourfurnaceandholdinreserve), rebate
programs, oldappliancerecycling, vehiclemilestraveled, transit, walkability, biking
infrastructure, electrifyingtransportation, andlastly, renewableenergyusageincreases. Garry
askedaboutpleasureboating/shippingindustry? Itcanbeadded.    

TotalGHGEmissionsTableExplained:  Giventhecoalplantretirement, totalcarbondropped
from $517thousandmetrictonsto $305thousandtons. Iftheareaadoptsthebestpossible
outcomes, thenumberwilldropto96thousandmetrictonsby2050usingthe85% cutoffnoted
intheaboveparagraph. Thisamountstoan83% reductionsince2012and75% reductionsince
2022. GarryPostandRyanCottonconcurredthatthiswasgoingintherightdirection.  Thisis
akintosomeofthebettercorporateleadershipgoalsaswell. RyanCottonstressedthatcarbon
tons/capitaisneededinthenextiteration.  19.6tonsperpersonpriortocoalplantandthen
droppedto14tonspercapitainHolland, forexample.   

ResidentialEnergyAdvisorConcept:  PaulCedarquistmentionedthatBLPalreadyuseFranklin
Energyandaskedifwewantedtomeetwiththemregardingresidentialenergy.  Garrysaidyes
andinvitedthemtotheAugustmeeting. Johnsaidtheirtypicalscopeofservicescouldbe
modifiedtoenabledoingsoanditwasworthyofconsideration.   



NewBusiness / Other:  JohnisproducingaDra? toreviewbeforethejointmee?nginAugust
willbeprovided. GarryPostaskedforitaweekbeforethemee?ng. (Note:  Nodra? receivedas

thofAugust6.)  

SecondCalltoAudience: None.   

Adjournment:  ChairpersonPostmadethemo?ontoadjourn. thankedthegroupandthe
mee?ngadjournedat1:20PM.   

Note:  AugustMee?ngDates & Times:  Thursday, August8that6PMasajoint
mee?ngwiththeSustainabilityandEnergyCommission.  


