
DuncanParkCommission – March18, 2025; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERS: JoeMiddleton, ElizabethPool, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISON: MichaelEngland, AshleyLatch

APPROVALOFAGENDA: Poortmotionedtoapproveagenda. SecondWilliams; approved
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES: PoortmotionedtoapproveJanuaryminutes; SecondSass; approved, Pool
motionedtoapproveFebruaryminutes. SecondSass; approved
AGENDA

NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – SuperintendentPerkowskiofGrandHavenAreaPublicSchoolsisaninvited
speaker (emailcommunicationofinvitationandresponseonGoogleDriveandattachedto
emailsentwiththisagenda). ShewillbeavailabletoanswerquestionsfromtheDuncanPark
Commission (DPC) relatedtoapossiblesubmissionofaUsePermitonbehalfofGHAPS. Mary
AWhiteelementaryschoolasourneighboringpropertyhadbeenusingDuncanParkwithouta
UsePermit. ItwascommunicatedtoGHAPS (Sass) thatcontinueduseofDuncanParkinany
capacitywouldrequireaUsePermit. Thispropertywillnowbecomeanature-basedearly
learningcenterincollaborationwiththeOutdoorDiscoveryCenter. Outcome –  
CommissionersneedtounderstandexactlywhatuseisdesiredbyGHAPSforthisprogram.  
SuggestedMotion – NomotionatthistimeasnoUsePermithasbeensubmitted.  
Presentatthemeeting:  
TravisWilliamsCEO- OutdoorDiscoveryNetwork
BobWandelEdNetworkDirectorOutdoorDiscoveryNetwork
NateBoschArchitectOutdoorDiscoveryNetwork
BenHeerspinkLandStewardshipManagerOutdoorDiscoveryNetwork
MaryJanEvinkGHAPSCurriculumDirectorOutdoorDiscoveryNetwork
MelanieVerDuinYoung-FivesteacherOutdoorDiscoveryNetwork

B. Discussion – LoutitLibraryhassubmittedaUsePermit (onGoogleDriveandattachedto
emailsentwiththisagenda). TheactivityrequestedintheparkoccursJune15 – June29, 2025.  
Outcome – DPCwilldiscussandvoteontheUsePermitfromLoutitLibrary.   
MotionbySasstoapproveuseofDuncanParkforaStorybookWalkinJune2025.  
SecondWilliams; Approved5-0

C. Discussion – WestMichiganGroundServicesrespondedtoourrequesttoamendtheir2025
contractto . Outcome – DuncanParkCommissionwillidentifyhowroutinelawnand
spring/fallclean-upoftheparkwillbehandledfor2025.   
MotionbyPoorttoapprovethe2025contractualrelationshipwithWestMichigan
GroundServicesforworkinthepark. SecondWilliams; Approved5-0

OLDBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – DuncanParkrules/guidelinesandtheirenforcementwasdiscussedatthe
January2025meeting. Updatesonsignageandinstallationofafrontgateintheparktobe
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providedbycommissioners. SuggestedMotion – Specificmotiontobegeneratedbasedon
discussion.  
PoortmotiontorequestMichaelEnglandtoprovisiontwo10mphsignsandonecurve
sign. Second: Sass; approved5-0

B. Discussion – TheDuncanParkCommission2025fellowshiptoengagestudentsinapaid,  
supervisedactivitytobenefittheparkhasbeenadvertised. Updatesonprogresswillbe
provided. SuggestedMotion – tobegeneratedasneeded.  
Noapplicationssubmittedatthistime.  

COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS: Thesearelimitedinscope, representingareportofactivitiesrelevanttoDuncanPark
andDPC. Thesewillbelimitedto3minutes. Discussionsoractionsthatrequiredetailedconsiderationoravote
shouldbeplacedasanagendaitemunderNEWBUSINESS.   

CITYLIAISONREPORT:  WAITINGONSTATETOAPPROVEWATERMAINPROPOSALTHATWILLAFFECTDUNCANPARK.  
WILLFOLLOW-UPABOUTSIGNSANDLOCKINGUPTHEPARKATNIGHT.  

TREASURERREPORT: MarchfinancialdocumentsarepostedonourGoogleDriveandattachedtothe
emailsentwiththisagenda.  

UPCOMINGEVENTSOFIMPORTANCE: CANCELEDMarch3 (7:00 - 7:30pm; CityHall) MichiganDNRexperts
ChadStewart (Deer, Moose, andElkSpecialist) andNikKalejs (WildlifeBiologist) willpresentdrone
flyoverdataandstreetcountsofGrandHavendeerattheCityCouncilWorkSession

VolunteerDayisApril19

EarthDayEvent: April26

PUBLICCOMMENT:   

ADJOURNMENT: 7:45PM

NEXTMEETING: April15, 2025@6pm
Approvedminutesrespectfullysubmittedby:  

ElizabethPool


