
COMMUNITY & ENERGYSTEERINGCOMMITTEE
GRANDHAVENCITYHALL
519WASHINGTONSTREET

Wednesday, February7, 2024
12p.m. to1p.m.,  

CouncilChambersofCityHall, GrandHaven, MI.  

1. Mee?ngcalledtoorderbyAc?ngChairGarryPost

2. Rollcall:   
i. MembersPresent:  RyanCo?on, DeanneBrink, Pa? Nelsen, ErikBooth,  

PaulCedarquist, GarryPost, NancyO’Neill, AshleyLatsch, SteveNagen,  
andCraigBessinger

ii. MembersAbsent: KarenSherwood, JohnJob, DavidMann, Will
iii. Montgomery, MikeFritz, andDr. Pietrangelo

iv. ConsultantsPresent:  JohnKinch, DavidGard, MichaelLarson.  Absent:   
Bri?anyGoode

3. CalltoAudience - Jim Hagenthankedthecity forposi?oningtheDPWGaragefor
roo?opsolar.  Heprojectedcarbonreduc?onequivalentofXtreesfortenyears (X
acresofforest).   

th4. Approvalofagenda:  Approvedwiththeaddi?onofdiscussionofdateofMarch14
inthemorningandani?neraryforaFieldTriptoHolland.  

5. Approvalofpreviousmee?ngminutes:  Deferredtothenextmee?ngonMarch7,  
2024, at12noon (orat4:30PM)  

6. AppointmentofanewChairperson: RyanCo?onnominatedGarryPostasthenext
Chairperson, Pa? Nelsonsupported.  Thevotewasunanimous. RyanCo?onindicated
Johncouldnotcon?nueinhisroleduetotoomanyworktravelobliga?ons.  Thegroup
thankedJohnJobforhisservice.   

7. UpdateonDataGatheringandAnalysis: MEO/5Lakes – DavidGardpresented..  He
usedtheUSEPALocalGreenhouseGasInventoryTool. Heputanemphasison
electricityandgasinventories. Hisdatecompared2012to2022.  Thiscomparison
showedahugereduc?oninsta?onarycombus?onfromabout350,000to120,000



GreenhouseGasEmissions (MTCO2e – metrictonsofcarbonorCO2equivalents)  
primarilyduetoclosureofSimscoalplantandtheBLP’spurchaseofrenewableenergy
recs.    

Theoveralldecreasefromallsourceswas24%. Percapitamarketbasedemissions
wentdownfrom19.7to14.5metrictonspercapita overthelasttenyears (36%  
reduc?on).    

Davidthenprojectedoutseveralscenarios.  Forthemostcomprehensiveone, he
assumedtherec’scouldgofrom22% to50% anda20%  energysavings couldbe
achieved, ascomparedto2022. Ifthese “best” scenariosoccurred,  thenthecurrent
carbonpollu?onwouldgofrom120,000metrictonsto60,000metrictons (orcu?ng
carbonpollu?oninhalf).    

RyanCo?onsaidthisiswhathehadhopedforandthankedtheconsultantsforthe
user- friendlyslides.  JohnKinchsaidthereismorerobustanalysisanddatatocome
inrela?ontoinclude toaccountforagriculture, marinas, etc.    

8. CommunityOutreachandWebsiteLaunch: MEO - JohnKinchshowedanew
CommunityEnergyPlanwebsite.  Thedra? wasverya?rac?ve.  RyanCo?onsuggested
the ?tlewordingof “BLPServiceArea” or “GH, FB, GHTCommunityEnergyPlan.”  
GarrysuggestedplacingaparenthesisunderneathGrandHavenCEPandmen?oning
thecommuni?eswhoareinvolved. Ryanmovedtoamendthenameaccordingly, Pa?  
supported.  Approvedunanimously.    

9. Updateon Groups:  Johnreportedonthemee?ngsheldandtheones
plannedbelow:   

CommunityFounda?on
GHVisitorsBureau - MarciCisciernos
O?awaCountyConserva?onDistrict
GREENClub
Liningupequity, transporta?onconversa?onswithGoodwill
SteveNegensuggestedincludingtheschool’slast ?me.  (Note:  Hesuggested
afunsolu?onaslongastherecouldbea $750budgetadjustment.  Heis
crea?nganenergysavinggame (“dra? dodgers” isoneoftheworking ?tles)  
Apizzapartycouldbeheldfortowinningclass. Heishavingaconversa?on
withtheschools andsuperintendent nowandVickywiththeChamberis
workingonitaswell.  RyanCo?onmoved toapprovethe $750dollar
limita?onsmen?oned.  NancyO’Neillsupported, approvedunanimously.   
Stevewillreportback.    

Secondly, JohnKinchwillsendusalinktothebetawebsiteandpassedouta
copyofadra? communitysurvey. Lotsofideasassociatedwiththe



opportunitytodriveclicksongreenenergy, rebateopportuni?es, andhome
energyaudits weremade, for example.  Sugges?ons weretoalsobemore

especiallyrelatedtowindandsolarenergyop?ons/preferences,  
althoughtherewasnoconsensus.   

10. CommunitySolarLink:  ItwassuggestedthateachoftheSustainability andEnergy
Commissionmemberscouldlearnfromsigningupandge?ngabuildingenergylabel
todisplay. Forcommunitysolar, gotoGreenEnergyProgram - GrandHavenBoardof
Light & Power (ghblp.org).  Worksforcommercialproper?estoo.  Sharewithyour
friends!    

11. DPWSolarGrantOpportunity:  Johnsaidhereportedonthispreviously. Kinch’s
presenta?ononcommunitysolar.  See:   
h?ps://link.edgepilot.com/s/bcde0cdd/YMgJAeJ_bUuTnXOwoaDLIw?u=h?ps://www
youtube.com/watch?v=d1vK2URKzAQ

12. Ques?ons: SteveNegeninformedmembersaboutabookabouthowtheenergy
crisiscouldbealleviated.  Hegaveawayhisextracopies. GototheLibrary, theweb,  
orStevetoget:   Brighter: Op?mism, Progress, andtheFutureofEnvironmentalism
byAdamDorr. RyanCo?onendorseditsrecommenda?onsstar?ngonp. 213.   

13. NewBusiness / Other: AllagreedonaHollandFieldTrip.  RyanCo?ongavea?endees
peopleasummaryagendaandpromisedmoretofollow...   

14. CalltoAudience - JimHagensaidthegraphsthatwereshownheretodaywouldbe
greattousetopopulatethesitesthatexist.  Thegroupuniformlyendorsedhisidea.      

ADJOURNMENT: Mee?ngadjournedat1:20PM.   


