
ForCleanerLakesandRivers”  

GRANDHAVEN-SPRINGLAKE
SEWERAUTHORITY

WASTEWATERTREATMENTPLANT
1525WASHINGTONAVENUE

GRANDHAVEN, MICHIGAN49417
PHONE: (616) 847-3486

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHaven-SpringLakeSewerAuthoritywillbeheldat8:15
A.M. onWednesday, May15, 2024intheCouncilChambersinGrandHavenCityHall
locatedat519WashingtonSt. GrandHaven, Michigan49417

MINUTESFORREGULARMEETING
WednesdayMay15, 2024

8:15A.M.  

1. Meetingcalledtoorder8:17a.m.  

2. RollCall:   
GordonGallagher SpringLakeTownship
Vice-ChairAshleyLatsch CityofGrandHaven
TreasurerCraigBessinger CityofFerrysburg
PatrickStaskiewicz OttawaCountyRoadCommission
BillCargo GrandHavenTownship
BradySelner VillageofSpringLake
SteveNamenye MemberatLarge
NotPresent:  
JoelTepastte VillageofSpringLake
AlsoPresent:  
RyanVredeveld WWTPSuperintendent
CoryVanOeveren WWTPEnvironmentalComplianceSupervisor
MattWade GrandHavenTownshipAlternate

3. ApprovaloftheminutesoftheFebruary21, 2024SewerAuthorityBoard
meeting
Motiontoapproveminutes – Bessinger
Staskiewicz – Second
Allinfavor – Motioncarries



4. PublicComment
Nopubliccomment

5. FinancialReport
Totalincreaseinspendingof $336,356, butincludes $449,650ofcashprojects

o Mainlyfromincreasedcostsofbafflewallreplacementproject
Motiontoapproveprojectedamendmentstothebudget – Namenye
Second – Latsch
Allinfavor – Motioncarries

6. Superintendent’sReport
NoviolationstoNPDESpermit
LandApplicationtookplace – 970,000gallonsapplied

o RemainingstoragecapacityatendofAprilabout1,500,000gallons
Finishedwithphase1ofpropertyidentification/survey

o Phase2readytobegin – Identifyeasements
GHPSairreleaseprojectontracktostartinearlyJune
SLPSgeneratorproject – NewATSorderedtoreplacethefailedequipment

o Longleadtime – Anticipatedtotakeplacelatefall / earlywinter
Equipmentstoragebuildinghadtheeastwallreplacedduetowaterdamage

o Tuckpointingremaining3wallsandinstallinggutterstopreventfurther
damage

P&Nisunderwaywithdigestionfeasibilitystudy
Updatedoncompletedprojectsandprojectsinprocess
Biosolidsdryingstudiesunderwaytodeterminebestrouteofhandlingsolidsin
thefuture

o Becomingmoreimportant
Therewere3contractorsinthestatethathandledland
application, butnowthereisonly2. Raisesconcernsoverfuture
rates
PFOSandPFOAarebecomingmorestringentnational (EPA)  

CurrentlyournumbersaresignificantlylowerthanEPAor
EGLElimits, butthefuturelimitsareunknown

o Cargo – RaisedconcernedthatPFASwillstillbeanissueevenwithanew
disposalmethod. Morediscussiontotakeplaceasstudiesnear
completion.  

7. GeneralBusiness.  

A. DebtRatesforFY2024-2025
MemofromOttawaCountyRoadCommissionprovidingtheirrecommendations
fordebtratesforour2013and2018bonds
Lookedintodifferentwaystomanageexcessfundstomaintainaresponsible
balance

o DebtratepresentedbyOCRC
o Headworksandpumpstationimprovements (allmunicipalityfunded

portions) – Ratereliefhasbeenprovidedoverthelastfewyearsdueto



receivingagrant, thisisthefinalyearofthatrelief – recommendationto
justletthisfiscalyearrunoutandremainingfundsbeaddedintoa
constructionprojectratherthanbedispersedasapartialrelief

Motiontoadoptrecommendeddebtratesasproposed – Cargo
o Second – Bessinger
o Allinfavor – motioncarries

CommentbyCargo – Thismotionwasnottoimplythatwedon’twanttohave
conversationsaboutthe “partialrelief” ofrateincreases. Furtherdiscussionswill
beneeded.  

B. SewerAuthorityPropertyUpdate
SurveyperformedbyP&N

o SurveyconfirmedSewerAuthorityproperty
o NorthernhalfofthevacatedColumbusAve. doesnotshowtobedeeded

totheSewerAuthority’sproperty, orEastpoint. Thereisalsonolegally
establishedeasementinplace.   

o Staskewicz – Typicaljudgementwouldgiverightstolocalgovernment
CityofGH) andtheywouldthenhavetheabilitytograntownershipto

theadjacentpropertyowner.  
o LookingforlegalactionfromtheboardtodetermineaSewerAuthority

ownershipofeasementforthisvacatedproperty.  
CityofGHattorney, andsewerauthorityattorneyneedtohave
discussioninordertoclarifythisportionofpropertyandobtain
aneasement
BoardrecommendationtostartdiscussionswiththeCityofGrand
Haventoobtainthiseasement

C. EvaluationofPlantSuperintendent
ContinueddiscussionfromAugust2023meeting
ExecutivecommitteemetwithRyantoperformevaluationanddiscussfuture
evaluations
Providedarecommendationforincreasedcompensation
Motiontoapproverecommendedevaluationandwageincreases – Cargo
Second – Namenye
Allinfavor – Motioncarries

8. BoardMemberComments.  

9. AnnouncementofnextSewerAuthorityMeeting:  August21, 2024

10. Adjournment. 9:12a.m.  

SewerAuthorityMembers:                    AlternateMembers:  
BradySelner WallyDelamater
CityofGrandHaven - Vacant
AshleyLatsch, Vice-Chairperson DerekGajdos



CraigBessinger, Treasurer MattSchindlbeck
SteveNamenye
GordonGallagher
PatrickStaskiewicz JoeWallace
BillCargo MattWade
JoelTePastte

Consultants:                                                    Others:                                               
MattVanHoef GrandHavenTribune

BobMonetza
MariaBoersma

GENERALMEMBERS: IFYOUCANNOTATTENDTHEMEETING, PLEASENOTIFYYOUR
ALTERNATESOTHATHE/SHEMAY


