
NORTHWESTOTTAWAWATERSYSTEM
AdministrativeCommitteeMinutes

November20, 2024

AregularadministrativecommitteemeetingoftheNorthwestOttawaWaterSystemwascalledtoorderby
DerekGajdosat9:22a.m. Wednesday, November20, 2024, intheCouncilChambersatGrandHavenCityHall.    

Present:  CraigBessinger (CityofFerrysburg); BillCargo (GrandHavenCharterTownship); Gordon
Gallagher (SpringLakeTownship); DerekGajdos (CityofGrandHaven); BradySelner
VillageofSpringLake); PatStaskiewicz (OttawaCounty); MattWade (GrandHaven

CharterTownship); KarenSherwood (GrandHavenCharterTownship)  
Absent:   

Alsopresent: MikeVredeveld (VredeveldHaefnerLLC):  EmilyGreene (CityofGrandHaven)     

Firstcalltotheaudience:    

Dr. JohnLeitner, 575RobbinsRoad, GrandHaven, MI:   
Dr. LeitnerisinadvocateofcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS.  Dr. Leitnerdescribedhisextensiveworkin
areasthatdidnothaveaccesstooptimalfluoridationlevelswithintheUnitedStatesandaroundtheworld
whichcorrelatedtohigherincidentsoforaldecay.  Dr. Leitnercontrastedtheincreasenumberoftooth
extractionsandrootcanalsforchildreninruralareasofPennsylvaniawithnoaccesstooptimalfluoridelevels
andthatofthechildrenintheNOWSsystemwhichpracticesoptimalfluoridation.  Dr. Leitnerdiscussedhow
childrentodayhavegreaterchallengeswithdietaryissuesthatpromotepoororalhealththananygeneration
precedingthemandwarnedthatremovaloffluorideadditiveswouldonlyleadunnecessarilytoaddedcosts,  
painandsufferingtotheaveragefamilyintheNOWS.    

Cargo:   
WhatisthecurrentleveloffluoridationadditiveaddedtotheNOWSprocess?    
Law:   
0.50mg/Listheaverageamountsupplementedtothe0.20mg/Lnaturaloccurringfluorideinthesource
watertoachievetheminimalrecommendedamountof0.70mg/L.    
Cargo:  
Whatisthelevelleavingtheplant?   
Law:    
Theplanttargetsandachievesaconsistent0.70mg/Lonaverage.  TheNOWSplanthasbeenawarded
recognitionannuallybytheCDCforachievementthisconsistency.    



Cargo:  
WantedclaritythattheNTPstudythatisbeingcitedwasassociatingpotentialissueswithareasreporting
morethantwicetheratethatNOWSconsistentlyachieves.   
Law:    
Confirmedthatwascorrect.     

AnthonyFrost, 1131FranklinAve, GrandHaven, MI:    
Mr. FrostisanopponentofcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS.  Mr. Frosthasbeenfollowingthefluoride
debatefordecadesandhasattendedmanyofthesetypesofmeetingsandpointsouttheabsenceof
toxicologistsatthesemeetings.  Mr. Frostclaimedtherearecontrastingopinionsonfluorideusebetween
toxicologistsandmedicaldoctorsandscientist.  Mr. Frostclaimstoseedentalfluorosisrampantlythroughout
theNOWScommunityandthroughoutUnitedStates.  Mr. Frostclaimsthatfluoridationisaleadingcauseof
cancer.  Mr. FrostmadereferencetotheEPAlawsuitandclaimsthisforcestheEPAtoregulatefluoride.    

Dr. ChrisSmiley, PresidentoftheAmericanAssociationofDentalEditorsandJournalists 11965Bluewater
Trail, GrandHaven, MI:  
Dr. Smiley, anadvocateforcommunityfluoridation, discussedthehistoricalreasonsforitspracticeand
criticizedtheNTPstudy, notingitreliedheavilyonresearchfromruralChinaandIndia, whereother
environmentalfactorsmayhaveskewedresults. Heemphasizedtheimportanceofproperdosageand
highlightedtheNTPreport'sfailuretopasspeerreviewduetobiasandconflictingdata. Dr. Smileyreferenced
aNewZealandstudyshowingnoIQdifferencebetweencommunitieswithandwithoutfluoridationandcited
negativeimpactsincommunitieslikeJuno, Alaska, andCalgary, CA, afterremovingfluoride, asevidenceof
fluoridation'sbenefits.  

JenStuppy, 16200HarborPointDr. SpringLake, MI:    
Mrs. Stuppyisanopponentofcommunityfluoridation.   Mrs. Stuppybelievesseeisbeingprescribed
somethingthatshedoesnotwant.  Thisplacesaburdenonhertopurchaseadevisetoremovefluoridefrom
thewater.    

Dr. PeterRick (retired), 19176ElizabethCt. SpringLake, MI:    
Dr. RickisanadvocateforcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS.  Dr. Rickemphasizedthefluorosisisa
concernbutonlyathigherdosagelevelsandthatwhatwillbecertainistheoraldecaythatwillresultif
communityfluoridationisremoved.  Dr. Rickacknowledgedthatthereareinfactnotoxicologistpresentto
speakagainstcommunityfluoridationandheandhisfellowdentistareconfidentinthebenefitsofcommunity
fluoridationbecauseoftheeducationandtrainingtheyhavereceived.    

VictoriaVanZalen, 303StickneyRidgeRd.  GrandHaven, MI:    
Mrs. VanZalenisanopponentofcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS.  Mrs. VanZalencitedtheFDA
designationoffluorideasadrugandfeelsitisnotrightthatitisinthewaterwithoutconsent.    



VictoriaLittle, 16139HarborViewDr. SpringLake, MI:    
Mrs. Littleisanopponentofcommunitywaterfluoridation.  Mrs. Littlecannotaffordtousereverseosmosis
toremovefluoridefromherwaterandwantsthecommitteetoconsidertheremovaloffluoridefromthe
NOWS.  

Theconclusionofcalltotheaudience:     

AmotionbyCargosupportedbyBessingertoapprovetheminutesfortheAugust21, 2024NOWSCommittee
Meetingpassedunanimously.     

AUG, SEP, OCT, 4ByLaw

Seasonallydryconditionstofinishthesummercontributedtoheavydemand, whichledtosystem-record
pumpagetotalsforSeptemberandOctober.  Thecombinedquarterlytotalforthethreemonthsof890.740
MGpumpedisalsoarecordhigh.  Systemdemandthisquarterhasliftedthetotalsystempumpagetoa
positive7.6% comptolastyear.  ThesystemallocationbreakouthastheNorthsideatapositive9.3% comp,  
GHCTatapositive4.8% comp, andthecityatapositive8.5% comp.  SystemYTDallocationremainstypical,  
withtheNorthsideat39%, GHCTat31%, andthecityat29%.   

AsofOctober31st, 34% ofthefiscalyeariscomplete, withrevenueat40.5% andexpendituresat32%. Cashis
at $392,788, withthereplacementfundandmoneymarketat $630,764. FY2024/25capitalprojectexpenses
areprojectedat $213,000, mainlyfortheSCADAupgrade. CargoaskediftheSCADAchangeswouldintegrate
smoothlywiththedistributionsystem, andLawconfirmeditwouldbeaprioritywithnoexpectedissues.  
Powerandchemicalcostsremainstabledespiteincreasedpumpage, duetoanewchlorinecontractand
optimizedchemicalapplication. FuturereportsmayshowincreasedAlumcosts. Energyconsumptionisflat
fromlastyeardespiteratehikes, attributedtostaffefficiency. Graphsforchemicalandpowerconsumption
wereprovided.  

Sourcewaterqualityremainsoutstandingandfiltersareperformingwellprovidingconsistentlylowturbidity
andTOCresults.  Trendinggraphsprovidedandshowa5-yeardownwardtrendforTOC.  Turbidityremoval
efficiencyrateshavebeenverygoodwithAugust, SeptemberandOctoberreportingat66.5%, 69.1% and
65.6% ratesofremoval.  DBPquarterlyresultsshowallcommunitieswellwithinregulatorycompliancelimits.   
PFASmonthlysampleresultsremaineithernon-detectedorwellbelowregulatorycompliancelimits.  Cargo,  
LawandGajdoshelpdefinePFASresultstotheextendedaudience.    

AgendaItem1:  FiscalYear2023-2024NOWSFinancialAuditReview ByMikeVredeveld
Mr. Vredeveldgaveabriefoverviewandrateditagoodcleanaudit.  AmotionbyCargosupportedby
StaskiewicztoapprovetheFiscalYear2024-2025NOWSFinancialAuditwasunanimouslyapproved.    



AgendaItem2:  FiscalYear2023-2024NOWSWorkingCapitalExcess Law
LawrequestedamotionallowingtheCOGHfinancedepartmenttoreimbursethewholesaleunitstheyear
endoperatingsurplusamounttotalof $33,451, andforthistobedividedbasedontheendofyearindividual
pumpageallocationpercentages.  AmotionbyCargosupportedbyBessingertoapprovethereimbursement
oftheNOWSWTPoperatingsurplustothemunicipalunitsasdescribedwasunanimouslyapproved.     

AgendaItem3:  2025NOWSCommitteeMeetingSchedule Law
AmotionbyCargoandsupportedbyGallaghertoapprovetheproposed2025NOWSCommitteemeeting
schedulewasunanimouslyapproved.     

AgendaItem44: : BakertillyAnalysisofWaterRatesandCharges (DraftCopy2024) -- LawLawLaw
Lawpresentedtworateanalyses: theBTratestudyandtheNOWSAnnualWaterRatLawpresentedtworateanalyses: theBTratestudyandtheNOWSAnnualWaterRateRecommendationeRecommendation
memorandum. TheseprovidedtheCommitteewithenoughdatatocompareandchoosearatestrategy. The
BTanalysisapplied4BTanalysisapplied4--5% inflationaryincreasesandremovedpumpageprojections.TheNOWSanalysiswas
similarbutmoredetailed, incorporsimilar butmoredetailed, incorporating pumpage trends. Lawhighlighted thesignificant payroll increasedueatingpumpagetrends. Lawhighlightedthesignificantpayrollincreasedue
tothenewFTEmaintenancereliefoperator. CargorequestedthatLawdemonstratehowtheFTEwould

AmotionbyCargoandsupported byStaskieAmotionbyCargoandsupportedbyStaskiewicz toapprovewicztoapproveadopting
therecommended wholesalerateof $1.17perthousandgallonsoutltherecommended wholesalerateof $1.17perthousandgallonsoutlined intheinedintheNOWSAnnualWaterRate

ststRecommendationmemorandumRecommendation memorandum andimplementthatratechangestartingJuly1andimplement thatratechangestartingJuly1andimplement thatratechangestartingJuly1, 2025,, wasunanimously
approved.     

AgendaItem5:  FluorideDiscussion Law
LawreviewedNOWSWTPfluoridationpractices, whichhavebeeninplacesincethe1950sandconsistently
complywithEPAguidelines. ThefacilityhasearnedannualrecognitionfromtheCDCforitsadherenceto

ridelevelisaround0.25mg/L, andNOWSaddshydrofluoro-  
silicicacidtoachieveatargetdoseof0.70mg/L, withanaverageof0.50mg/L. Removingfluoridewould
requireadifferenttreatmentmethod. Annualcostoffluoridationisestimatedat $14K. Thechemicalfeed
systemfollowsstrictsafeguards, withregularcalibrationsandmanualcheckstoensureproperdosage.  
Regulartestingforcontaminants, includinglead, hasshownnoissueswiththefluorideadditives.  

LawalsoaddressedtherecentNTPmonographandthelawsuitagainsttheEPA, clarifyingthatneitherlinked
cognitivedevelopmentalissuesorhealthconcernstothecurrentoptimalfluoridationdose. Heacknowledged
communityconcerns, especiallyaftertheseevents, withsomecallingforahalttofluorideuse. Law
emphasizedthathetakestheseconcernsseriously, butalsocitedsupportfrommedicalprofessionalsinfavor
offluoridation. HisroleistomakearecommendationtotheNOWSCommitteeonnextsteps. Lawstatedthat
hispriorityisthehealthofthecommunityand, asawatertreatmentprofessional, hefollowstheguidanceof
relevantgoverningagencies. HerecommendedthatNOWScontinuetofollowtheseguidelinesandmakeany
necessarychangesonlyifdirectedbytheauthorities.  

Cargo:   
based. Law

confirmedthattheNTP'sfindingswerebasedonnaturallyoccurringfluoridelevelsovertwicethe
recommendedUSlevel, mainlyfromruralareasinChinaandIndia. Cargoexpressedconcernsaboutother
environmentalfactors, likearsenic, notbeingconsideredintheNTPmonograph. Lawagreedthatthe
monographfacedpeerreviewissuesduetoomissionsandconflictingdata. CargonotedthattheNOWS
Co



Amotionby
CargoandsupportedbyGallaghertotableanydecisionsregardingchangestocommunityfluoridationwithin
NOWS, isdoneonlywithguidanceandatthedirectionoftheregulatoryagenciesgoverningpublichealth
relevanttomunicipalwatertreatmentpassedunanimously.    

Staskiewicz: PointedoutthatthecontractuallyitwouldbethedecisionoftheCityofGrandHaventomake
thiskindofchangeandremindedthattheCommitteehasanadvisoryroleinthatdecision.    

Secondcalltoaudience:    

LaurenMottone, 1131FranklinAve. GrandHaven, MI:    
Mrs. MottoneisanopponentofcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS. Mrs. Mottonestatesthatshehas
stoppeddrinkingthewaterinGrandHaventenyearsagoandcurrentlypurchasewaterforconsumption.  Has
concernsaboutphysicalcontactwithbathingandwashingwithNOWSwater.  Pointsoutothercommunities
locallywithoutcommunityfluoridation.    

DonnaMiller, 15302Cantberryln, GrandHaven, MI:  (DentalAssistant)  
Mrs. MillerisanopponentofcommunityfluoridationintheNOWS.  Mrs. Millerbelievethatoraldecayissues
shouldbeaddressedwithbetteroralcarepracticesandthatitistheresponsibilityoftheparenttoensurethat
happens.  Mrs. Millersprimarycomplaintisapersonalhealthissuerelatedtoherhypothyroid/graves
diagnosisandstatesthiscanbetriggeredbyadditionaltoxinsinherbody.   

AnthonyFrost, 1131FranklinAve, GrandHaven, MI:    
Mr. Frostaskedaboutfluorideshippingcosts, andLawconfirmedit'sincludedintheestimated $14Kannually.  
Mr. Frostexpresseddistrustinthefederalgovernment, citingmishandlingof9/11andlackofhistorical
re
fluoridateandhavenooralhealthissues. HealsolinkedPFAStofluoride, callingitoneofthemostdangerous
chemicals, andclaimedfluorideisindustrialwastesoldtohumans, makingithardtotrack.  

Other:   

Adjournment:  11:01a.m.  SubmittedbyEricLaw


