
CityofGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommission

MeetingMinutes
ThursdayJune26, 2025, calledtoorderat5:30p.m.  

CityHall \[519WashingtonGrandHaven, MI49417\]  

TheHighlights:  

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommissionwascalledtoorderby
AmberMendiola-Suarezat5:31p.m. inthecouncilchamberofGrandHavenCityHall \[519
WashingtonAve. GrandHaven, MI49417\]  

CommissionMemberspresent: AmberMendiola-Suarez, SteveTerMolen, JohnSiemion,  
AmandaPretzer, CaraMazure, SteffiThayer, KeithColson

CommissionMembersabsent: None

CommunityMemberspresent: BobMonetza, MayorofGrandHaven, ChelseaPayton

1. UponthepresentationoftheAgenda, Comm. Mendiola-Suarezmotionedtoapprovesaid
agendawithComm. Mazuresecondingthemotion.  

2. UponthepresentationoftheMaymeetingMinutes, Comm. Mazuremotionedtoapprove
saidmeetingminuteswithComm. Pretzersecondingthemotion.  

3. AwelcomecalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Mediola-Suarez.   
a. MayorMonetzacommentedonRobert’sRules

th4. LiaisonReport: St. John’shavingafiestaAugust17 4-8pm, freepartyforareamigrant
workers.  

5. OldBusiness:  
a. PossibilityofmakingavaluestatementforHRC, holdingmembersaccountableto

thosevalues.  
i. Brochuretohandoutforevents
ii. Updateonthewebsite
iii. Comm. Siemionwrotedraftofvaluestatement, toputonshareddrivefor

approvalJuly2025
iv. Comm. Termolenstatedpossibilityofbrochurevsbusinesscards
v. Comm. MazurecommentedHollandHRChasbilingualbrochure

b. EncouragementtoattendHollandHRCmeeting
c. LiasonListreformatted

i. IndivisibletobeaguestJuly2025
d. HollandCulturallyCompetentConversations

i. WouldliketobringthistoGrandHaven
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ii. Comm. MazuretoconnectwithHolland
1. PartnershipwithLoutitLibrary?  

e. Socialmedia
i. Comm. Mazurediscussedintroducingmembers, reintroducingcommunity

tothecommission.  MemberstoemailComm. Mazurepictureandbio.  
f. PrideFlagflyer

i. Commissionershadgoodfeedbackfromlocalbusinesses
g. PrideBooth

i. Notalotofparticipationinraffle
ii. Brochureorcardswouldbehelpful, custombanneracrossthefrontof

table
6. NewBusiness:   

a. PossibilityofHispanicHeritageFestivalinSeptember
b. AcrosstheBridge – culturalimmersionwithmembersofTri-Citieswith

Muskegon.  Comm. Colsontosendanemail, encouragingatleastonememberof
thecommissiontoattend.  

c. Concretetimelineforplanningfutureevents
d. HispanicHeritageFestival

i. PartnerwithSt. John’sorLibrary
ii. Resourceguides

1. Comm. Mazurehasstartedresourcelistinsharedrive
iii. AskformemberofImmigrationJusticeLeaguetojoinJuly2025meeting

e. DayoftheDead
i. OffrendasatLoutitLibrary
ii. Specialbooksdisplayed

f. MLK
g. Pride
h. Socialmedia

i. Highlightinglocalbusinesses/organizations
i. Visionaryaward

i. Askcommunitytoupliftandpointoutanindividualwhoupholdsthe
valuesofHRC

ii. Plaque
iii. Barrier – onlymeetingonceamonth, difficulttogetofftheground
iv. RecommendationfromComm. ColsontopresentduringCoastGuard

Festival, 2026
v. PartnerwithSt. Johns

j. CoastGuard
thi. ParadeapplicationdueJuly14

ii. ContactCoastGuardofficetoseeiffeecanbewaived
iii. Swag/candy/banner
iv. Comm. Mendiola-SuareztocontactCoastGuardoffice

Page2of3



v. Comm. ColsonmotionsforcommissiontobeapartofCoastGuard,  
secondedbyComm. Mazure, approvedbymajorityvote.  

vi. Comm. TerMolentoconnectwithVerduinregardingbanner
k. Comm. SimeoncleanedupHRCsharedrive, createdtemplateforcommunication

withletterhead, signature
l. Possibilityofvice-chair, willdiscussatJulymeeting
m. Comm. SiemionandMendiola-SuarezhavejoinedStudentSuccessTeam

i. Staff/Communitymembers/parents/caregiverscomingtogethertoremove
barriersforstudentstomaketheirlives/studentcareersassuccessfulas
possible, startingwithfamilyengagement

ii. Comm. Thayertoreachoutandpromotestudentrecruitmentwithvacant
boardseat

n. Comm. Colson’slastmeeting.   
i. MayorMonetzathanksComm. Colsonforhisdedicationtotheboard.  

o. LighthouseImmigrantRightsSummit
p. UnitedWayInclusionExchangeSeries
q. Comm. TerMolendiscussednewdevelopmentonRobbinsRoad

i. Affordabilityofhousing – makingsinglefamilyhomesaffordable, notjust
studioapartments

ii. MayorMonetzarecommendingComm. TerMolentocommunicatewith
planningcommission

iii. MotiontopresenttoplanningcommissionbyComm. Colson, secondedby
Comm. Pretzer, approvedbyboard.  Comm. TerMolentotypeout
presentation.  

7. AsecondcallismadetotheaudiencebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez.   
a. ChelseaPayton: LoutitLibrarycanhelpfacilitateculturallycompetent

conversations, isavailabletohelpwithsocialmediaconcerns.  LoutitLibrary
offersfreeprinting (flyers?).  LoutitwouldliketocollaborateonDiadelos
Muertos.  CouldcollaborateforHispanicHeritageMonth.  

8.  Comm. ColsonmotionstoadjournthemeetingwithComm. TerMolenseconddingthe
adjournmotion.  

a.  MeetingAdjournedat6:57p.m.  
9. ThenextHumanRelationsCommissionmeetingisscheduledforThursdayJuly24, 2025,  

at5:30p.m.  

MeetingMinutessubmittedbyComm. AmandaPretzer6-26-2025
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