
CityofGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommission

MeetingMinutes
ThursdayMay22, 2025

CityHall \[519WashingtonGrandHaven, MI49417\]  

TheHighlights:  

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommissionwascalledtoorderby
AmberMendiola-Suarezat5:31p.m. inthecouncilchamberofGrandHavenCityHall
519WashingtonAve. GrandHaven, MI49417\]  

CommissionMemberspresent: AmberMendiola-Suarez, KeithColson, AmandaPretzer, John
Siemion, CaraMazure, andSteffiThayer

CommissionMembersabsent: SteveTermolen

CommunityMemberspresent: BobMonetza, MayorofGrandHavenandAshleyLatsch, City
ManagerofGrandHaven

OthersPresent: None

1. UponthepresentationoftheMayagenda, Comm. Mendiola-Suarezmotionedtoapprove
saidagendawithComm. Siemionsecondingthemotion.  

2. UponthepresentationoftheMarchmeetingminutes, Comm. Mendiola-Suarezmotioned
toapprovesaidmeetingminuteswithComm. Mazuresecondingthemotion.  

3. AwelcomecalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez

4. LiaisonReport: Rev. JaredCramerfromSt. John’sEpiscopalChurchsuggestedtheHRC
constructavaluestatementtoaffirmthevaluesoftheHRC, andtoensureallmembers
alignwiththosevalues. MaryJaneEvinkfromGrandHavenAreapublicschools
reportedtheschooldistrictisstartinganewStudentSuccessTeamthatwillfocuson
familyengagementandreducingbarriersforstudentsuccess. Theteamwillconsistof
staff, caregivers, andcommunitymembers. ChelseaPaytonfromtheLoutitDistrict
LibraryreportedthelibrarywillbehavingaSummerReadingChallengewiththeGrand
AdventureKick-offPartyonJune7, 2025, from10:00a.m. to2:00p.m. Thelibraryis
currentlyworkingwiththeHarborTransittohelpbringtheirchallengeactivities, prizes,  
andeventstomigrantcommunitiesinRobinsonTownshipandSeniorLivingCentersin
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GrandHaven. Thelibraryhasbeenmakingnewpartnershipswithorganizationslike
GoodSamaritan, CommunityActionHouse, TheMomentumCenter, andSt. John’s
EpiscopalChurch.  

5. OldBusiness:  
a. ThenewGHPrideFestivalboothSignUpGeniuswasdiscussed. TheSign-up

Geniuswillgointoeffectlaterintheweek. Theboothslotswillstartat10:00
a.m. andendat6:00p.m.  

b. ThenewCityCouncilSignupGeniuswasdiscussed. TheSign-UpGeniuswill
alsogointoeffectlaterintheweek.  

c. FutureHollandHRCMeetingattendancewasdiscussed. TheHollandHRCmeets
onthethirdThursdayofeachmonthat6:00p.m.  

d. AnHRCstaffingupdatewasprovidedtothecommissionregardingopenseatsas
wellasComm. Colson’slastHRCmeeting (June2025).  

6. NewBusiness:   
a. ThenewHRCCommissioner, JohnSiemion, wasintroducedtoallpresent.  
b. ItwasdiscussedthatthesocialmediaportionoftheHRCwillnowbeoverseen

byComm. Mazure. Itwasdiscussedthatthemonthlymeetingminuteswillnow
becreatedbyComm. Pretzer. Comm. MazureandComm. Mendiola-Suarezto
receivesocialmediauseraccess. AllHRCmemberswillneedtobegivenaccess
totheHRCshareddrive.  

c. DiscussedcreatinganHRCvaluestatement, HRCbrochure, andupdatingthe
HRCpageontheCityofGrandHaven’swebsite.  

d. DiscussedthePrideMonthFlyerinitiative.  
e. DiscussedtheHRC’sneedtoexpandthecurrentliaisonlist.  
f. Discussedthe “AcrosstheBridge” ProgramthroughtheMomentumCenter.  
g. Discussedcreatingamoreconcretetimelineforfutureevents/projects.  
h. Discussed2025/2026strategicplanningfortheHRC.  
i. Discussedthepossibilityfor “SpecialMeetings” ifneededinthefuture, andthe

requirementstodoso.  
j. DiscussedHRC’sannualreportandtheneedforcompletioninJanuary/February

2026.  

7. AsecondcallismadetotheaudiencebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez

8. Comm. Mendiola-SuarezmotionstoadjournthemeetingwithComm. Colsenseconding
theadjournmotion.  

a.  MeetingAdjournedat6:44p.m.  

9. ThenextHumanRelationsCommissionmeetingisscheduledforThursdayJune26, 2025,  
at5:30p.m.  

MeetingMinutessubmittedbyComm. AmberMendiola-Suarez6/25/2025.  
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