
CityofGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommission
MeetingMinutes

ThursdayApril23, 2026, calledtoorderat5:32p.m.  

CityHall \[519WashingtonGrandHaven, MI49417\]  

TheHighlights:  
TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommissionwascalledtoorderbyComm.  
Mendiola-Suarezat5:32p.m. inthecouncilchamberofGrandHavenCityHall \[519WashingtonAve. Grand
Haven, MI49417\]  

CommissionMemberspresent: AmberMendiola-Suarez, CaraMazure, JohnSiemion, SteveTerMolen, Steffi
Thayer, LukeKulikamp, EstrellitaBazuin

CommissionMembersabsent: AmandaPretzer, PaigeHowland

CommunityMemberspresent: AshleyLatsch, CityofGrandHavenLiaison

1. UponthepresentationoftheAgenda, CommSiemionmotionedtoapprovesaidagendawithComm.  
Kulikampsecondingthemotion, approvedbyamajorityvote, withacorrectiontochangethedateof
theChildAbusePreventionMonthproclamationreadingtobe4/13/26.   

2. UponthepresentationoftheMarchmeetingMinutes, Comm. Kulikampmotionedtoapprovesaid
meetingminuteswithComm. Siemionsecondingthemotion, approvedbymajorityvote.  

3. AwelcomecalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez.  
a. Noaudiencemembers

4. LiaisonreportfromComm. Termolen: TheFourPointesCenterforSuccessfulAgingishostinganart
fundraiseronFriday, April25at6:30pm. PromwithaPurpose, afundraiserforTheMomentum
Center, isonFriday, May15.   

5. OldBusiness
a. Comm. MazurereadtheChildAbusePreventionMonthproclamationattheCityCouncil

meetingon4/13/2026. InhonorofChildAbusePreventionMonth, thereisapinwheelgarden
andeducationaldisplay (resourcetable) attheLoutitLibrarytheentiremonthofApril. Thank
youtoComm. BazuinandPretzerfortheirassistanceinplantingthepinwheels.   
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b. LedbyComm. Bazuin, theHRCisplanningaMentalHealthAwarenessMonthChalkEventon
Saturday, May30from1:00-3:00pmatCentralPark, pendingconfirmationfromtheCity
Managerthatthedatedoesn’tconflictwithanothereventatthatlocation. Comm. Bazuincreated
flyersthatcanbedistributedthroughoutthecommunityandonsocialmedia. Comm. Mendiola- 
Suarezisorderingsensorystickersandgreenpinwheels. Localmentalhealthorganizationswill
beinvitedtohavearesourcetable, includingbutnotlimitedtoTheMomentumCenter, Mosaic
Counseling, ArborCircle, CMH, CrisisStabilizationUnit, theEpiCenter, GrandHavenPride,  
etc. Comm. Mazuremadeamotiontoapprovetheevent, secondedbyComm. Kulikamp, and
approvedbymajorityvote.  

c. UponthepresentationoftheMentalHealthAwarenessproclamationforMay, Comm. Bazuin
motionedtoapprovesaidproclamationwithComm. Kulikampsecondingthemotion, approved
bymajorityvote. Comm. BazuinwillreadtheproclamationattheMayCityCouncilmeeting.  

d. Comm. BazuincontinuestoaddtoandworkontheCommunityResourcelisttobeaddedtothe
City’swebsite.   

e. TheHRCisplanningacommunityeventonato-be-determineddateinJulytosupportthelocal
nonprofitKid’sFoodBasketEvent. OptionsforsupportingKid’sFoodBasketincludecoloring
thefoodbagsandorganizingafooddrive. Comm. BazuinwillcontactOddSideAle’stoseeif
wecanhosttheeventattheirGrandHavenlocation.   

f. Veteran’sDayisNovember11. Comm. Mendiola-Suarezwillsendadraftofthewritten
proclamationforreviewandafuturevote.   

g. ThenewestversionoftheResolutiononAffordableHousingwillbeemailedtocommissioners
forreviewandapprovalbeforerecommendingittobesubmittedtotheCityCouncil. Comm.  
Bazuinsuggestedcreatinga1-pagefactsheet. Comm. BazuinandTermolenareleadingthis
effort.  

h. CommissionersdiscussedtheproposedEventsTableIdeasdocumentcreatedbyComm.  
Siemion. Commissionerswillreviewandprovidefeedback. Comm. Mazuresuggestedcreating
HRCstickerstobeavailableforthepublictotake, alongwithaQRcodelinkedtoacommunity
feedbacksurvey.  

i. RegardingthePrideBoothscheduledforSaturday, June13, Comm. Mendiola-Suarezwillcreate
andsendasign-upgeniusforcommissionerstoselectvolunteerslotstobepresentattheHRC
table. Comm. Mendiola-SuarezwillnotbeavailabletoassistwiththeHRCtablethatdaybut
willbringmaterialsforreviewtotheMaymeeting.   

j. RegardingthePurpleHeartEventscheduledinAugust, Comm. Kulikampreportedthatthisfirst- 
everevent (forGrandHaven) isstillintheplanningstagesbuttherewilllikelybeopportunities
forHRCcommissionerstovolunteer.  

k. RegardingtheCoastGuardFestivalParade, Comm. Kulikampprovidedanupdateonthe
opportunityfortheHRCtoparticipate. TobeintheGrandParade, thereisa $200fee, whichis
unlikelytobewaved; however, theremaybenocosttowalkintheKid’sparade, whichisalsoa
shorterparade. TheKid’sParadeisonSaturday, July25. Wecannothandoutcandybutwecan
handoutotheritems, suchasbracelets, stickers, etc.   
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6. NewBusiness
a. Comm. SiemionsharedthatonJune4, therewillbecommunityeventatOddSidefrom6:00- 

7:30pm. Theseminarwillcover “Community, Home, andFinancialReadiness”. The90-minute
seminarwillbringtogethertrustedlocalprofessionalsfromFarmBureauInsurance, the
MortgageHouse, ATATitle, REALBrokerRealty, FlagstarBank, andtheEpicenter. Therewill
bedoorprizesandlimitedquantitygiveaways.   

b. Market & KidsDayatSt. John’sEpiscopalthisSaturday, April25from3:00-6:00pm
c. AttheChamberevent, Comm. SiemionsigneduptovolunteerwithHumanityforPrisoners
d. Comm. BazuinaddedanewHRCdocumenttothedrive, andreminderaboutprojecttrackerin

thedrive.   
e. Comm. SiemionremindedtheHRCaboutComm. Mendiola-Suarez’stermendinginJune2026.  

Chairpositionopenatthattime.   
f. Comm. ThayercanshareaboutHRCeventswiththehighschoolandNHS.   

i. GrandHavenHighSchoolPayItForwardevents
thSaturday, April25 at7:30pmMovieforMeaning

Separateeventcollectingsportsequipmenttodonatetochildreninthemigrant
camps

g. Comm. BazuintalkedtoHeatherSolomon – commissionersareallowedtobeatChamberof
Commerceevents; however, theyneedourtitles, fullname, andemailtoaddtotheCityof
GrandHaven’slistofpeopleallowedtobeatevents.   

7. AsecondcalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez.  
a. Noaudiencemembers

8. Themeetingwasadjournedat6:39pm.   

9. ThenextHumanRelationsCommissionmeetingisscheduledforThursdayMay28th, 2026.   

MeetingMinutessubmittedbyComm. CaraMazure5/19/2026
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