
CityofGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommission

MeetingMinutes
ThursdayMarch26, 2026, calledtoorderat5:31p.m.  

CityHall \[519WashingtonGrandHaven, MI49417\]  

TheHighlights:  

TheregularmeetingoftheGrandHavenHumanRelationsCommissionwascalledtoorderby
Comm. Mendiola-Suarezat5:31p.m. inthecouncilchamberofGrandHavenCityHall \[519
WashingtonAve. GrandHaven, MI49417\]  

CommissionMemberspresent: AmberMendiola-Suarez, AmandaPretzer, CaraMazure, John
Siemion, SteveTerMolen, SteffiThayer, LukeKulikamp, PaigeHowland, EstrellitaBazuin

CommissionMembersabsent:   

CommunityMemberspresent: AshleyLatsch, CityofGrandHavenLiaison

1. UponthepresentationoftheAgenda, Comm. Siemonmotionedtoapprovesaidagenda
withComm. Pretzersecondingthemotion, approvedbymajorityvote .  

2. UponthepresentationoftheFebruarymeetingMinutes, Comm. Pretzermotionedto
approvesaidmeetingminuteswithComm. Siemionsecondingthemotion, approvedby
majorityvote.  

3. WelcomeStudentCommissionerPaigeHowland
4. AwelcomecalltotheaudienceismadebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez.  

a. Noaudiencemembers
5. WelcomeGuests

a. KateMaver – FriendshipBenchCoordinatorfromMomentumCenter
i. Awaytohelppeoplefindsomeonetolistenandtalkto
ii. 13volunteerssofartrainedinactivelisteningandbasicproblem-solving

skills
iii. Nottherapy, justlisteners
iv. GrandHavenwillbepartofaverysmallnumberofFriendshipBenchesin

theUnitedStates
v. LocatedatLoutitLibrary, SpringLakeLibrary, therewillbeaschedule

postedatthelibraryandinthenewspaper
vi. Reducesfeelingsoflonelinessanddepressionwithin6monthsofstarting

theprogram
vii. Notaliteralbench, couldjustbeacouplechairsatthelibraryoraboothat

arestaurantduringoffhours

Page1of3



viii. 27hoursoftrainingrequired, volunteerswillvolunteer8hoursamonth
with1hourofcheck-in

ix. Lookingformoreplacesthatcouldholdspaceforthisprogram
x. Volunteershaveresourcesheetstohandout, andnotifythoseutilizingthe

FriendshipBenchthatconversationsareconfidentialunlessthereisa
concernforharmtoselforothers, atwhichpointemergencyservices
wouldbecontacted

6. LiaisonReport
a. Noreport

7. OldBusiness:  
a. KateMaver (FriendshipBenchCoordinator)  

i. See5.a.  
b. RemainingsignaturesfortheCodeofConduct
c. VolunteerstoreadtheremainingProclamations

i. Lita – MentalHealthAwareness
ii. Cara – ChildAbusePrevention
iii. John - Pride

d. RecaponWomen’sHistoryMonthEvent
e. MentalHealthAwarenessMonthPotentialCollaboration

thi. PromwithaPurposeMay15
f. ApprovalofApril, May, andJune’sProclamations

i. MotiontoapproveChildAbusePreventionandPrideProclamationsby
Comm. Siemion, secondedbyComm. Kulikamp, motionapprovedby
majorityvote.  

ii. MentalHealthAwarenesstabledtonextmonth
g. ApprovalofWelcomePacket

i. Motiontoapproveaddition “SectionTwo” languagetopage3ofpacket
byComm. Bazuin, secondedbyComm. Pretzer, motionedapprovedby
majorityvote.  

h. ResourcelistfortheCity’swebsite
i. Comm. Bazuincreatinglist

i. Commissionerendingterms
i. Comm. ThayerwillendJune2026
ii. Comm. Mendiola-SuarezwillendJune2026
iii. Comm. SiemionwillendJune2026

6. NewBusiness:    
a. PotentialKidsFoodBasketEvent

i. Fooddrive
ii. Bagcoloringevent
iii. Sidewalkdecoratingforawarenessmonths
iv. July2026?  

b. Newideas
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i. ChildAbusePreventionMonth, pinwheelplantingatLoutitLibrarynext
stTuesdayMarch31 11:30am, displayinside

ii. Comm. SiemiondiscussedflowofHRCGoogleDrivetopreserveorder
andefficiencygoingforward.  

iii. SwagforHRCforeventslikePridetogiveout, barrieristhatthereisno
budget, couldaskfordonations

thiv. PurpleHearteventAugust7
1. HRCcouldvolunteeratevent
2. Comm. Kulikampvolunteeringtolead

v. CoastGuardParade
1. Comm. Kulikampvolunteeringtolead

7. AsecondcallismadetotheaudiencebyComm. Mendiola-Suarez.   
a. Noaudiencemembers

8.  MotiontoadjournbyComm. Siemion, secondedbyComm. Mazure, approvedby
majorityvoteat6:50pm.  

9. ThenextHumanRelationsCommissionmeetingisscheduledforThursdayApril23rd,  
2026, at5:30p.m.  

MeetingMinutessubmittedbyComm. AmandaPretzer3-26-26
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