
DuncanParkCommission – October15, 2024; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERSPRESENT: JoeMiddleton, ElizabethPool, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISONPRESENT: DerekLemke

APPROVALOFAGENDA: MotionbyPooltoapproveagenda; secondWilliams; Passed.  
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES: MotionbyPoorttoapproveSeptember17minutes; secondSass; Passed.  
MotionbyWilliamstoapproveSeptember25minutes; secondPoort; Passed.  

AGENDA
NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – Falltasksneedtobeidentifiedandcompleted. Itwasnotedatthelasteventin
theparkthatwaterhadalreadybeenturnedoff. Theremovalofwaterforthesystemissetfor
afterNovember1. Tableswillalsoneedtobeputaway. Andfinally, WestMichiganGround
Services (WMGS) asaskedifwewouldliketohavethegrassaeratedandoverseeded.  
Outcome – DPCwillidentifytasksandwhowillcomplete. SuggestedMotion – DuncanPark
CommissionrequestsWMGStoaerateandreseedthelawnareasaswellasmovetablestothe
caretakershedpriortothiswork.  
Nomotionatthistime. SasswillaskWMGStocleanuptheleavesinthecommonareaanddrive
thendispersetheleaves (asopposedtodumpingtheminapile) beforethefalldrivethruandthe
firstsnowfall.  

B. Discussion – TheDuncanParkCommissionmustsetits2025meetingcalendar, voteonthe
calendarandreportthistothecityclerk. DPCshouldweighthebenefitsofreturningtoatwice
monthlymeetingaswellasproactivelyidentifyingmeetingtimesthatareunlikelytogenerate
aquorumandadjustthecalendaraccordingly. Commissionerswhoarenotavailabletoattend
eventsmaystillbeabletomakemeaningfulcontributionsinthesettingofaregularmeeting.  
Outcome – Consensustobegeneratedwithrespecttomeetingcalendar. SuggestedMotion –  
tobegenerated.  
MotionbySasstomeetthethirdTuesdayofeachmonthduringthe2025calendaryear; second
Williams; Passed.  

C. Discussion – TheneedfortheadditionofRainDateinformationbecameapparentduringthe
latestLakeshoreVisualArtsCollectiveeventinthepark. TostreamlinetheDPCinvolvementin
suchaneventuality, theUsePermithasbeenupdatedtoincludetherequestforaRainDate
andtomakeclearthatanycommunicationsaboutaneventintheparkmustbemadedirectly
withcommissionersonceithasbeenapproved.  SuggestedMotion – DuncanPark
CommissionapprovestheupdatedUsePermit.  
MotionbySasstoapprovedtheupdatedUsePermittoincludeanoptionaladdedraindateand
requestthatallrelatedcommunicationforapprovedeventsgothroughtheDuncanPark
Commission; secondPoort; Passed.  

D. Discussion – DuncanParkwasthebeneficiaryoftworecentecologicalsitevisits. Outcome –  
Consensustobegeneratedwithrespecttomeetingcalendar. SuggestedMotion – tobe
generated. JeanMadden (SECForestrySubcommittee) indicatedshewillsharetheecological
restorationsitevisitreportfromBillSchneiderofWildTypeNatives (notyetprovided). The
reportoninvasivespeciescompletedbyWMCISMACoordinatorMurielleGarbarinoforthe
parkispostedinourGooglefolder. Dr. Lochergeneratedamapfromtheshapefileshe
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provided (attachedtotheemailagenda). Asistypicalwithinvasives, they’remostprevalent
alongparkboundariesindicatingtransmissionfromneighborlandscapesandpeoplewalking
alongroads). Canadathistleisprobablybird/animaldispersal. Garlicmustardwouldnotbe

detectableforafallinventory. TheDPCshouldbespendingmoretimeintheparkremoving
theseinvasivespecies. Outcome – Generateaplantoremoveinvasivespecies. Suggested
Motion – Commissionersidentify ________ toremovepriorityinvasives.  
Nomotionmade.  

E. Discussion – ThegiftofDuncanParkbyMarthaDuncanisvaluedbyallcitizens. TheDuncan’s
gravesiteisjustoutsideoftheparkbutiscurrentlyneglectedandratherobscuretothecasual
visitorofthepark. HowcouldtheDPCplayaroleinbringingnewlighttotheDuncan
gravesite? Withwhomshouldweengageinthisendeavor? Outcome – Beginthediscussionto
improvevisibilityandqualityoftheDuncangravesite. SuggestedMotion – tobegenerated.   
Nomotionmade. DiscussionwillcontinueatnextDPCmeeting.  

OLDBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion –DPC-hostedOctobereventscelebratingtheanniversariesofboththeDuncan
ParkgifttothecitizensofGrandHavenandtheOldGrowthForestdedication.  

October5VolunteerEvent (10am) ThankstoKFasewhohelpedremoveOriental
Bittersweet, movewoodchipsandplant40bulbsatthekiosk.  
October12Audubon-ledBirdWalkbymembersoftheOwashtanongIslandsAudubonSociety
9am) ThankstoL. Garriswhoprovidednewinsightsforthosewhoattendedaboutthe

wingedinhabitantsofDuncanPark!  

Thursday, October17 Dr. WallaceEwinglectureattheTri-CitiesMuseum, 6:30pm.  
Saturday, October26FallColorDrive10am-5pm

Outcome – DPCwilldiscusstheremainingOctoberevents, identifyingindividual
commissioner’scommitments. Motion(s) tobegenerated.  
Nomotionatthistime.  

COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS: Thesearelimitedinscope, representingareportofactivitiesrelevanttoDuncanPark
andDPC. Thesewillbelimitedto3minutes. Discussionsoractionsthatrequiredetailedconsiderationoravote
shouldbeplacedasanagendaitemunderNEWBUSINESS.   

CITYLIAISONREPORT:  Derekisgoingtoreachouttopossibledonorstoseeifthereisadonor
interestedinsponsoringaADApicnictableinDuncanPark.  
TREASURERREPORT: Septemberfinancialreportswereprovidedwiththisagendaandpostedonour
GoogleDrive.  
UPCOMINGEVENTSOFIMPORTANCE:   

ForestrySubcommitteeMeetsinNovember
SECmeetsThursdayNovember14- DrAliLocherwillbeapresenter.  

PUBLICCOMMENT: NONE

ADJOURNMENT: 7:13PM

NEXTMEETING: November19, 2024@6pm



DuncanParkCommission – October15, 2024; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

APPROVEDMINUTESRESPECTFULLYSUBMITTEDBY:  

DUNCANPARKCOMMISSION, SECRETARY


