
DuncanParkCommission – June4, 2024; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERSPRESENT: JoeMiddleton, ElizabethPool, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISON: DerekGajdosandDerekLemke

APPROVALOFAGENDA: MotionbyPoorttoapproveagenda; secondWilliams; approved
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES: MotionbyPoorttoapproveminutes; secondWilliams; approved

AGENDA
NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Elections – ForDuncanParkCommission (DPC) PresidentandSecretary (fromCodeof
Ordinances, CityofGrandHaven, Michigan, ArticleV, Sec. 25-63. - Thecommissionshall, withinthirty (30)  
daysoftheappointmentofanymembers, holdameetingfortheelectionofapresidentandasecretary. The
officerselectedshallholdthosepositionsuntilnewcommissionmembersareappointedasprovided
insection25-65, atwhichtimeanewelectionofofficersshalloccur.) Outcome – DPCwillvoteon
PresidentandSecretary.  
MotionbyPoorttomaintainelectedofficials; secondWilliams; approved

B. Discussion – Additionalreportsofbothdestructiveandprohibitedactivitieshavebeen
reportedbyusersofthepark. DPCwillcontinueourdiscussiononapproachestobetakento
limittheseactivitiesandmoreactivelyengageinoversightoftherecreationaluseofthepark.  
Outcome – DPCwillvoteonspecificactionstobetaken.  
Inlightoftherecentvandalismanduseofmotorandnonmotorcyclersonthetrails, the
commissiondiscussedthepublicsafetyandetiquetteletterpresentedbyPoolwhichhighlights
importanceofcomfortandsafetyofallparkgoers.   
Williamsmotionedtosendalettertotheeditorandcombinetheinformationfromtheletterinto
thenewsletterwiththemodificationsdiscussed; secondSass; approved

C. Discussion – TheADAcompatibletablehasbeenvandalized. Thisshouldberepairedor
replaced. Apotentialreplacementthatcouldbelockedtothepadandremainonsite
throughouttheseasonisanoption. Outcome – TheDuncanParkCommission (DPC) will
determinehowtomaintainthisresourceintheparkandvoteonitsexpenditure.  
SasstolookintothevariouspicnictableoptionsandpricesincludingtheVictorStanley.  
CommissiontolookintochainingdowntheADApicnictable. Wealsodiscussedtheopportunityof
fundraising.   

D. Discussion – TheForestrysubcommitteeoftheSustainabilityandEnvironmentalCommission
hasrequestedaninvasivespeciesassessmentfromtheWMCISMA (WestMichiganCooperative
InvasiveSpeciesManagementArea). ThiswouldbesometimeinOctober. Wehavehad
invasivespeciessurveysinDuncanParkandhavebeenworkingfromtheseassessmentson
theremovalofinvasiveplantsoverthelast7years. WouldtheDPCbeinterestedinupdating
thisassessment? Outcome – DPCwillvoteonwhethertobeincludedintheinvasivespecies
assessmentandsupportanyrequiredexpenditure.  
Sasswillfindoutthecostoftheassessment.  

E. Discussion – Commissioners (PoolandSass) havebeenworkingonanupcomingDuncanPark
newsletter. Therecognizedvalueofanewsletterineducationaloutreachandasamechanism
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forfundraisingcanbebestrealizedusingadistributionservice. Severalfreeservicesare
available. Outcome – DPCwilldiscussandvoteonhowtomoveforward.   
SassandPooltoeditthenewsletterdocumentandbringitbacktothemeetingforapprovalat
theJune18meeting.  

OLDBUSINESS:  
A. Upcomingplannedevents.  

June8Volunteerworkdayinthepark. Goalwillbetotakedownthefireladdershelters.  

COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS: Theseshouldbelimitedinscope, representingareportofactivitiesrelevanttoDuncanParkandDPC.  
However, discussionsoractionsthatrequiredetailedconsiderationoravoteshouldbeplacedasanagendaitemunderNEWBUSINESS.  

Poort: PoortrepairedthebrokenbenchontheADApicnictable. Hepulledtheconeoutofthetreeand
blockedtheopeningintheshedandplacedmothballstodetermice. Heremovedthefallenlimbonthe
MAWtrailandpickedupthebrokenbollards.   
Pool: Attherequestofthecommission, Poolwilllookintocostestimatesformorebouldersinthe
parkinglot, stepsgoingupfromMAWaswellastheretainingwall.  
MotionbyPoorttoapprove $1500forboulderplacementaroundthecurve; secondSass; approved
Sass: introducedapossiblematchinggranttoaddresstheerosionatMAW.   
CITYLIAISONREPORT: CITYTOEMAILENDOFYEARACCOUNTSPAYINGANDRECEIVABLETHISMONTH.  

TREASURERREPORT: Aprilfinancialreportswereattachedtoemailsentwiththisagendaandcanbe
foundonGoogleDrive. MayfinancialreportswillbeuploadedtoGoogleDrivewhenavailable.  

UPCOMINGEVENTSOFIMPORTANCE:  
June15 - OpportunitytohelpwithaninvasivespeciesremovaleventatKitchell-Lindquist
June20 - ForestManagementSubcommitteemeeting (6pm; LoutitLibrary, ProgramRoomB)  

PUBLICCOMMENT: NONE

ADJOURNMENT: 7:20PM

NEXTMEETING: June18, 2024@6pm

APPROVEDONJUNE18, RESPECTFULLYSUBMITTEDBY:  

GeorgetteSass

DUNCANPARKCOMMISSION


