
DuncanParkCommission – July21, 2026; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER: 6:00
COMMISSIONERSPRESENT: JoeMiddleton, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISONPRESENT: MichaelEngland
GUESTSPRESENT: AsiaRasch (GEI), MelanieVerDuin (DunesideDiscoveryCenterGHAPS)  

APPROVALOFAGENDA: MotiontoapproveamendedagendabySass, secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.  

PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES (MARCH17, 2026) MotiontoapproveMarch17, 2026, meetingminutesmade
bySass, secondbyMiddleton; passed4-0.    

AGENDA:  
NEWBUSINESS:  

thA. GEIUpdateonthemilestonesandstatusoftheHWAtreatment.  AsiaRaschstatedonMay5,  
2026, GEIassessmentwasperformed.  GEIdeterminedtreesingeneralgoodhealth.   
Dinotefurantreatmentwasdeemednotnecessary.  HWAobservedattheedgeoftheparkand
onedgeoftrails.  Infestationsarerelativelylowtomoderate.  Smallerdbhtrees, lessthan5
dbhshowedsignsofstressbutnotnecessarilytoHWA, othercontributingenvironmental
factors.  GEItoperformsurveyduringcoldermonthsnodatesetbutlikelyinNovemberor
December. SurveytobecompletedwithGISandIDtagsdependingonthesizesofthetrees.  
GEItosupplyreportwithmap, spreadsheetandmemowithrecommendationsandanestimate
ofcostfortreatmentplan.  Thesurveytakes5consecutivedaysduringcoldweather.  Survey
donein2019willbeupdatedandcrossreferenced.  Thetreatmenttakesplaceinearlyspring,  
April, May, andJune. TherearetwotypesoftreatmentbasedonDBHoftree, 5DBSorless
basalbark, over5DBH’swillbebyinjection.  Secondtreatmentinthefall.   Treatmentgoodfor
4to7years.  Dinotefurantreatmentlasts2years.  

B. OakWiltepicenteratDunesideelementary: Discussifandwhatcanbedoneforprevention
ofthespreadtoDuncanPark.  CemeterycuttreesinAprilandMay.   Dunesidehadsome
trenchingtostopthespreadofoakwilt, locationsoftrenchingunknown.  MeleniaVerDuinto
inquireaboutthelocationoftrenching.  Discussiononpossiblecountermeasuresforpossible
spreadofOakWilt, injection, ortrenching.  CommissiontomonitorDuncanWoods.  

C. Port-a-Joninthepark: Thereisaspecialneedsport-a-jonontheNorthendoftheparkinglot.   
D. Volunteerdaysinthepark: WEtalkedaboutthethirdSaturday.  6/23wassuccessfulfrom

spreadingbark, however, onlythecommissionattendedwithonevolunteer. Thetrailbetween
SheldonandtheparkentranceroadaswellasthestartoftheMarthaTrail, wasbarked.  
RequestadditionalBarkDrops (TrailfromDPtoCemetery, Hillgoinguptobackloop) No

rdvolunteereventforthemonthofJuly.  Nextvolunteerdayistentativelyscheduledforthe3
SaturdayofAugust.  

E. LawnMowing / cleanup: Thesprinklingwasrepairedintheparkingarea. Also, gotthe
sprinklingworkingalongSheldonRd.  Codyismowing.   

F. GoogleDrive: CommissiontoinquireaboutusingacitydriveforstorageofDuncanPark
documents.   
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G. UsePermit: LakeshoreVisualArtCollective9/20/2026, withraindateof10/11/2026.   
12:00PMNoonto4:00PM.   Motiontoapproveusepermitby, SasssecondMiddleton;  
passed4-0.  

OLDBUSINESS:  

GRANDADVENTUREREADINGCHALLENGE (LOUTITLIBRARY) – Inprogressthrough7/31

COMMISSIONER’SREPORTS: Thesearelimitedinscope, representingareportofactivitiesrelevanttoDuncanParkand
DPC. Thesewillbelimitedto3minutes. Discussionsoractionsthatrequiredetailedconsiderationoravoteshouldbe
placedasanagendaitemunderNEWBUSINESS.    

CITYLIAISONREPORT:    

TREASURERREPORT: FinancialdocumentsforJuneweresentbyJessicaKossuthandarepostedto
GoogleDrive.  
PUBLICCOMMENT: MelaniestatedthatDuneside’soutdoorclassroomsarecurrentlyunder
construction.  Sheltersareupandpathisbeingconstructedwherebaseballfieldwaslocated.   
GHAPSSchoolstartsAugust26th, DunesidestartsAugust27th.  GHAPStofilloutnewusepermit.  

ADJOURNMENT: 7:30:   MotiontoadjournbySass, secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.  

NEXTMEETING: AUGUST18, 2026@6pm

Draftminutessubmittedby,  

JoeMiddleton

UPCOMING:    

LAKESHOREVISUALARTCOLLECTIVE – BARBARACARLSON 9/20/2026 / RAIN10/11/2026
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