
DuncanParkCommission – July15, 2025; RegularMeeting; 6:00pm
GrandHavenCityHall, CouncilChambers, GrandHaven, MI

CALLTOORDER:  
COMMISSIONERS: JoeMiddleton, MikePoort, GeorgetteSass, JohnWilliams
CITYLIAISON: MichaelEngland

APPROVALOFAGENDA:  MotiontoapproveagendamadebyPoort, secondbyWilliams; passed4-0.     
PUBLICCOMMENT: MembersoftheaudiencemayaddresstheCommissiononanyitem, whetherontheagendaornot. Thoseaddressing
theCommissionareaskedtoprovidetheirnameandaddressandwillbelimitedtothreeminutesofspeakingtime. TheCommissionwill
hearallcommentsforfutureconsiderationbutmaynothavearesponseatthistime.  

APPROVALOFMINUTES: MotiontoapproveJune17DraftminutesassubmittedmadebyPoort, second
byMiddleton; passed4-0.  
AGENDA

NEWBUSINESS:  

A. Discussion – TheHeartofWestMichiganUnitedWayDayofCaringwillbeonFriday,  
September12, 2025. ThishasbeenagreatopportunityforDuncanParktobenefitfromthework
ofdedicatedvolunteers. ThedeadlinetosubmitaprojectisAugust1, 2025. Anemail
communicationfromHeartofWestMichiganUnitedWaycanbefoundonour GoogleDrive).   
TheDPCdiscussedprojectsfortheDayofCaring. Itwasagreedthataprioritywouldbeaddressing
theneedforsignagealongtheDuncanParktrailsystem, specificallyatpointswherecommissioners
identifiedaccessshouldbeblockedtopreservecriticalareas. Motion – Commissionersagreeto
submitaDayofCaringprojectwithvolunteerstocompleteinstallationoftrailclosuresignage.  
MotiontoapprovemadebySass, secondWilliam; passed4-0.  

B. Discussion – MelanieVerDuinandEricaKelly (fromDunesideDiscoveryCenteratMaryA
White) havebeenengagedininitialdiscussionstoconsiderthesustainabilityofaccessto
DuncanParkatWisconsinSt. Thereareseveralgrantsthatwouldberelevanttoconsideras
potentialopportunitiestofundimprovementstoaddressandstoptheerosionthatthreatensuse
ofthisaccesspoint.   
TheDPCdiscussedtheoverallgoalandfeasibilityofimprovingthetrailbetweenDuncanParkand
MaryA. WhiteatWisconsinSt. Variousoptionswereexplored, anditwasagreedthatactionis
neededtoaddressthecurrentconditionofthetrail. Theprimaryobjectivesaretostabilizethedune
structureandenhanceaccessibilityinthemostcost-effectivemanner. ItwasnotedthatDPCwould
needcitycouncilapprovalforanygrantapplication. TheGrandHavenAreaCommunity
FoundationsAug4communitygrantdeadlinewasdecidedtobetheinitialfocusofourefforts .  
Motion – Commissionerssupportgrantapplicationstohelpdefraythecostofimprovedaccess
toDuncanParkatWisconsinSt. withamatchfromtheDuncanParkFundinanamountnotto
exceed20% ofthetotalcost. MotiontoapprovemadebySass, secondWilliams; passed4-0.  

C. Discussion – ThehealthofDuncanPark’soldgrowthforest, especiallythehemlocks, continues
tobeagraveconcern. OurpreviousmanagementplanwithWestMichiganCooperativeInvasive
SpeciesManagementArea (WMCISMA) nowrequiresadditionalconsiderationbythe
commissiongiventheintensepressurethatthisinvasivediseasehasinourareaaswellasthe
increasingprevalenceofanadditionalinvasivediseaseorganism, ElongateHemlockScale (EHS).  
Theecologicalcomplexityoftheretreatmentphaseandongoingfiscalresponsibilityitwillentail
wasdiscussed. Ourcityliaison (andDirectorofPublicWorks, MichaelEngland) requestedthat
theDuncanParkCommissionholdaworksessionwiththecitytospecificallyaddressthestatus
ofHemlockWollyAdelgidinthepark. DPCwilldetermineavailabilityofcommissionersfora
HWAworksessionwiththecity. Nomotionmadeatthistime.  
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OLDBUSINESS:  

A. PotentialinstallationofagateattheSheldonStreetentrancetoDuncanParkhasbeen
discussedinpreviousDPCmeetings. InformationontheroleGrandHavenPublicSafetycould
playinitsdailyopeningandclosingaswellaswhetherGHPScouldprovideaidinmonitoring
activitiesintheparkarestillneeded. Nomotionmadeatthistime.  

TREASURERREPORT: JunefinancialdocumentsarepostedonourGoogleDriveandattachedtothe
emailsentwiththisagenda.  

PUBLICCOMMENT:   

ADJOURNMENT: 7:38PM

NEXTMEETING: August 19, 2025@6pm

Approvedminutesrespectfullysubmitted,  

GeorgetteSass

SenttoCityClerkonSeptember3, 2025


