
GRANDHAVENBOARDOFLIGHTANDPOWER
MINUTES

FEBRUARY23, 2026

AspecialmeetingoftheGrandHavenBoardofLightandPowerwasheldonMonday, February
23, 2026, at4:30PMattheBoard’sofficelocatedat1700EatonDriveinGrandHaven,  
Michigan.  

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat4:36PMbyChairpersonWestbrook.  

Present: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, Welling, andWestbrook.   

Absent: None.  

OthersPresent: GeneralManagerRobShelley, SecretarytotheBoardDanielleMartin, City
AttorneyRonBultje, andKevinYomborandMinaZkayofKaufmanDolowich (attending
remotely).   

26-02ADirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorCrum, movedtoapprovethemeetingagenda.   

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  

PublicCommentPeriod: None.  

26-02BAt4:37PMDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorCrum, movedtoenterclosedsession
pursuanttoSection8(1)(e) oftheOpenMeetingsActtodiscusswithBLPattorneystrialor
settlementstrategypertainingtotheMatthewSterlinglitigation, becauseanopenmeetingwould
haveadetrimentalimpactuponthelitigatingorsettlementpositionoftheBLP.   

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  

26-02CAt5:06PMDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorCrum, movedtoendclosedsession
andre-enteropensession.    

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  

26-02DDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorPolyak, movedtoapprovetheResolution
RegardingMatthewSterlingLitigation (attachmentA).    

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  
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26-02EAt5:07PMDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorCrum, movedtoenterclosedsession
pursuanttoSection8(1)(d) oftheOpenMeetingsActtoconsiderthepurchaseorleaseofreal
estate.    

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  

26-02FAt5:45PMDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorKnoth, movedtoendclosedsession
andre-enteropensession.    

RollCallVote:  
Infavor: DirectorsCrum, Knoth, Polyak, WellingandWestbrook; Opposed: None.  
Motioncarried.  

Adjournment

At5:45PMbymotionofDirectorWelling, supportedbyDirectorKnoth, theFebruary23, 2026
specialBoardmeetingwasunanimouslyadjourned.   

Respectfullysubmitted,  

DanielleMartin
SecretarytotheBoard

DM
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AttachmentA

GRANDHAVENBOARDOFLIGHT & POWER
RESOLUTIONREGARDINGMATTHEWSTERLINGLITIGIATION

WHEREAS, theGrandHavenBoardofLightandPower (“BLP”) isaDefendantinalawsuit
initiatedbyMatthewSterling (“Sterling”), MatthewSterlingv. GrandHavenBoardofLight &  
Power, CaseNo. 24-7850-CZ, inthe20thCircuitCourtfortheCountyofOttawa (the “Lawsuit”).   

WHEREAS, intheLawsuit, SterlingallegesthatBLPterminatedhiminretaliationforreporting
suspectedviolationsofthelaw, inviolationofMichigan’sWhistleblowerProtectionAct.   

WHEREAS, BLPdeniesSterling’sallegations, andassertsthatBLPproperlyterminatedSterling
forlegitimateandnon-retaliatoryreasonsinaccordancewithitsemployeehandbookandapplicable
law.  

WHEREAS, BLPattendedamediationwithSterlingonFebruary3, 2026. ThePartiesdidnotreach
aresolutionatmediation.  

WHEREAS, BLPdesirestotryandresolvethisLawsuitwithoutadditionallegalfeesandcosts.  

THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, BLPinstructsitsattorney, KaufmanDolowich, toserveupon
SterlinganOfferofJudgmentconsistentwiththepresentationbyKaufmanDolowichinclosed
sessiononthisdate.  ThisOfferofJudgmentwouldresolveallclaimssetforthintheComplaint
filedbyPlaintiff, datedJuly15, 2024, andbeinclusiveofallinterest, costs, fees, andexpenses
incurredthroughthedateoftheentryofsaidJudgment.  

RESOLUTIONDECLAREDADOPTED

Dated: February23, 2026

DanielleMartin, BoardSecretary
GrandHavenBoardofLight & Power

CERTIFICATION

Iherebycertifythattheforegoingisatrueandcompletecopyofaresolutionadoptedbythe
GrandHavenBoardofLight & Power, atameetingheldonFebruary23, 2026, andthatpublic
noticeofsaidmeetingwasgivenpursuantto, andincompliancewith, Act267ofthePublicActs
ofMichiganof1976, asamended.   

Dated: February23, 2026

RobertShelley, GeneralManager
GrandHavenBoardofLight & Power
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